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the social barriers which confine patronage and pro-
motion to a caste, and still more in the submissive
ideas pervading these people. The fagging of the
schools is repeated in the social classes. An English-
man shows no mercy to those below him in the social
scale, as he looks for none from those above him; any
forbearance from his superiors surprises him, and they
stiller in his good opinion* But the feudal system
can be seen with law pain on large historical grounds.
It was pleaded in mitigation of the rotten borough
that it worked woll, that substantial justice was clone,
Fox, Burke, Pitt, Erekines, Wilborfowj, Sheridan,
Romilly, or whatever national man, were by this
means aont to Parliament, when their return by large
constituencies would have been doubtful So now
we say, that the* right measures of England are tho
men it bred; that it has yielded more able men in five
hundred years than any other nation; and, though
wo must not play Providence, and balance the chances
of producing ton grout men against the comfort of
ten thousand mean men, yet retrospectively we may
strike the balance, and prefer one Alfred* one Shak-
gpoare, one Milton, one Sidney, one Raleigh, one
Wellington, to a million foolish democrats.

The American system,is more democratic, more
humane; yet the American people do not yield better
or more able man, or more inventions or books or
benefits than the English. Congress is not wiser or
better than Parliament, France has abolished its
suffocating old, T/.yim^ but is not recently marked by
any more wisdom or virtue,